










Since 2006, United Planet has joined together with local 
Japanese NGOs to provide support to the local community, while 
providing the unique opportunity for volunteers to immerse in 
the culture and build greater bonds of understanding. 
 
Focus: Orphan Care, Disabled Care, Environmental 
Awareness 
 

Orphan Care:  United Planet works with a children’s welfare and 
nursing institution just outside of Tokyo.  The institution’s 
mission is to support children who either do not have parents or 
who were abused or neglected by their parents. The children 
range from infants to teenagers.  They lack the opportunities 
which other children enjoy and face many challenges within 
Japanese society.  United Planet volunteers teach English and 
conduct special activities for the children. 
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Disabled Care: There are over 120,000 mentally disabled 
people living in Japan.  Many struggle to live a full life.  
Unfortunately, most mentally disabled people cannot attend 
traditional schools and it is rare for them to find regular 
employment. After high school, they typically spend their time at 

welfare facilities for the rest of their lives. United Planet works with a unique organization which was founded by the 
mothers of mentally disabled children.   Launched in 1994 with the opening of a special community center for the 
disabled, this organization runs a recycling shop which employs people with disabilities.  The shop and its working 
environment provide a source of self-esteem and resources for those who work there.  United Planet volunteers work 
alongside mentally disabled employees to wait on customers and display goods. Volunteers gain an awareness of 
challenges faced by mentally disabled people in
 
Environmental Awareness: United Planet works together with a 
unique entrepreneurial non-profit organization which makes 
environmentally-friendly soap.  This organization also employs 
disabled people in need of work.  The organization’s factory was
established in 1980 in Kashiwa, Chiba. At first, the founders began by 
questioning the effects of synthetic detergent on the human body, 
and then they started making environmentally-friendly soap. Today 
the soaps of “Sekken no machi” are very well known and popular 
throughout Japan. In 2004, the factory also started a new project 
making biofuel. This project is also attracting attention in Japan 
because of the potential to become a significant alternative e
petroleum.  United Planet volunteers work alongside members of th
special organization to assist in various areas 
  

Japan 

How You Can Help  
Volunteer! 
United Planet’s Japan program is growing rapidly and there are many opportunities for 
volunteers to make a critical difference.  Volunteers play an important role in the local 
community while building bonds of understanding and friendship. 
 
United Planet Japan Country Fund 
United Planet has launched the Japan Country Fund in order to support program 
development.  For example, United Planet is seeking funds to develop school-to-school 
and teacher-to-teacher exchanges with volunteer opportunities within the non-profit 
sector.  The purpose of this project is to help students and teachers gain an 
understanding of shared societal needs while developing a spirit of community service, 
international teamwork, and cross-cultural appreciation.  All donations go directly to 
support program development and community development projects in Japan! 

 
If you are interested in supporting United Planet’s Japan Country Fund,  

please contact Dave Santulli at 617.267.7763 or dave@unitedplanet.org. 
 



    

Jordan 
United Planet (UP) launched its Jordan program in 2006 as part of the Sadaaqa (“Friendship” in Arabic) Initiative, which 
builds understanding and cooperation with the Arab and Muslim world through volunteer service and cultural exchange.  
United Planet is currently developing a range of partnerships with local organizations and schools tackling important 
issues throughout the country.  In addition, UP is continuing its discussions with the Ministry of Education to provide long-
term support for educational projects. 
 
Focus: Women’s Empowerment, Education and Disabled Care  
 

Women’s Empowerment:  Widows in Jordan face significant challenges both emotionally 
and financially as a result of the loss of their husbands and primary providers.  Widows 
struggle to provide the basic necessities to their families and, without a support group, 
often suffer these difficulties in isolation.  United Planet works closely with a highly 
entrepreneurial, nationally-recognized NGO in Jordan which empowers widows by teaching 
them new skills and helps them to develop products for sale.  The product sales bring in 
valuable resources to help sustain the widows and their families. United Planet volunteers 
support the efforts of these women to become self-sufficient. 
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Education: United Planet works with a vocational institute comprised of 40 schools 
throughout the country.  By teaching new skills, including the ability to write, read, and 
speak English to unemployed young people from the less privileged classes of the society, 
United Planet is inspiring a new generation of permanent goodwill ambassadors.  
Volunteer teachers and assistants return to their home countries with a greater
understanding and cross-cultural appreciation which they pass on to their students. 
 
Disabled Care/Education: United Planet partners with a leading Jordanian NGO that provides educational opportunities 
and vocational skills for children with physical and mental disabilities.  The organization provides a comprehensive 
evaluation of each child’s abilities and develops a unique therapy plan according to his/her needs, also working to 
integrate the children into the local community. Volunteers lead educational and recreational activities with the children.  
 
How You Can Help  

Volunteer! 
United Planet’s Jordan program is growing rapidly and there are many 
opportunities for volunteers to make a critical difference throughout the 
country.  Volunteers can play an important role in contributing to the local 
community and building bonds of understanding and friendship. 
 

United Planet Jordan Country Fund 
United Planet has launched the Jordan Country Fund in order to support 
program expansion and specific community development projects.  For 
example, United Planet is seeking funds to provide the opportunity for 
professional teachers from around the world to make a long-term 
contribution in impoverished areas within the country.  Teachers foster 
understanding and transform perspectives during their service and 
throughout their careers upon return to their home countries. 
 

All donations go directly to support program development and community development projects in Jordan! 
 

If you are interested in supporting United Planet’s Jordan Country Fund,  
please contact Dave Santulli at 617.267.7763 or dave@unitedplanet.org. 
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Since 2005, United Planet has sent over 200 volunteers to Peru to work in 
health care programs and projects that support women in need and help keep 
children in school and off the streets.  Although Peru has a robust tourist 
industry, the economic situation leaves many Peruvian children living and 
working on the streets.  United Planet’s hands-on support helps to broaden 
their prospects for the future while promoting cross-cultural understanding 
and friendship. 
 
Focus: Vocational Training, Women’s Empowerment, 
Orphan/Street Children Care, Healthcare 
 

Vocational Training:  United Planet volunteers have found that one of the 
most hopeful places in Peru is a youth detention center for 80 teenage boys 
whose typical stay is three years. The facility, which has a full-time, on-site 
school, focuses entirely on rehabilitation and has had remarkable success
Their special education system, which combines vocational training and 
counseling, cultivates social, moral, and spiritual values.  This, coupled with 
hierarchical merit-based programs, promotes gradual development of th
youth for reintegration into society and gives them a real chance for a 
successful, happy life upon release.  Volunteers mentor boys who have 
committed acts of violence, theft, or sexual assault, organize vocational 
workshops, help the on-site psychologist, teach dance classes or lead grou
activities and sports. 

Women’s Empowerment:  Teenage mothers and their children can be especially vulnerable to abuse.  United Planet 
supports a home for teenage women and their children who are placed there by a family judge and stay 4-5 years.  The 
children go to school and get after school help, while babies stay in the “wawawasi” day care.  While in residence, 
mothers work on-site, learn how to care for their babies, take classes, are taught trades, and receive psychological 
counselling and health care.  The goal is to break the cycle of violence by giving them the self-confidence an

Peru 
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Orphan/Street Children Care:  Orphans and children who are forced to live on the
street are perhaps the most vulnerable segment of Peruvian society.  Partnering 
with NGOs throughout Peru, United Planet helps these children in the near term 
and gives them the tools to build bright futures of their own.  In a group home
the remote village of Cay Cai, United Planet volunteers are teaching classes, 
leading sports activities, helping with cultivation and constructing stables and a 
workshop.  An education enhancement program in Huancaro serves 65 ch
who live with their parents, who are required to attend monthly parenting 
workshops to strengthen the family unit.  Two sub-programs provide separate fu
day education for children with special needs and for trabajadores de la calle, 
children who work on the streets.  Volunteers help with homework, run theatre, ar
and dance classes and lead sports activities. P
work with the 
 
 

Healthcare/Elderly Care/Disabled Care:  United Planet aids various clinics around the country that treat the elderly and 
the people with physical and mental disabilities, as well as a Catholic-run home for the elderly.  Most patients are unable 
to pay for these services. Volunteers he
a
 

How You C
Volunteer! 
United Planet’s Peru program is multifaceted and growing and there are many opportunities for volunteers to make a 
critical difference.  Volunteers c
understanding and friendship. 
 

United Planet Peru Country Fund 
United Planet has launched the Peru Country Fund to fund program development and specific community developm
p  to support program development and community development projects in Peru! 
 

please contact Dave Santulli at 617.267.7763 or dave@unitedplanet.org. 
If you are interested in supporting United Planet’s Peru Country Fund,  
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Since 2005, United Planet (UP) has sent over 100 
international volunteers to Tanzania, helping local NGOs 
provide hands-on support to the local community.  UP 
volunteers help ease the burden on the lives of others and 
give them hope for the future, while gaining a life-changing 
opportunity for total cultural immersion.   
 
Focus: Healthcare, Education, Vocational 
Training, Orphan/Street Children Care 
 

Healthcare:  Many Tanzanians do not receive basic health 
care due to a lack of local healthcare facilities and poverty.  
They face serious diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and 
tuberculosis.  There are many impediments to relieving 
these health risks including a lack of health education, 
poverty, and cultural taboos regarding safe sex practices 
which have led to rampant HIV/AIDS infection.  Many 
young parents die from HIV/AIDS and their children en

in even greater poverty which often drives them into the street or prostitution. By providing medical treatment and AIDS 
awareness training, United Planet hopes to stem this tide and give people the chance to live full and productive lives.  
Volunteers work in clinics and provide home-based care.  Depending upon their qualifications, volunteers can al
provide general care and assist with treatment of and counseling for HIV/AIDS, dispensation of medications, and support 
of doctors and counselors. United Planet also provides food 

Tanzania 

 
Education:  By helping to bring educational opportunities to all classes of society, United Planet is developing bonds of 
greater understanding, friendship and cooperation.  United Planet supports a private nursery and primary English school 
which uses a Tanzanian curriculum. Volunteers help with lessons in all subjects, and provide IT and teacher training.  
There are plans to open a secondary school and classes for toddlers.   
 
Vocational Training: United Planet supports vocational training centers 
which provide school services, HIV/AIDS programs, hospital-free blood 
testing, counseling and soccer coaching for street children, vulnerable 
youths and prostitutes.  United Planet volunteers teach vocational students 
by day and lead HIV/AIDS education seminars for the local community a
night.  In 2007, over 1000 students attended the day programs and 1600 
came for HIV/AIDS, human rights and English seminars.  Approximately 400
people finished training with the skills to work in the public and private 
s
 
Orphan/Street Children Care:  United Planet supports an orphanage founded by Mother Theresa in a poor suburb of
es Salaam that houses people with disabilities, elderly, babies, children and teenagers. Working primarily with pre-schoo
children ages 3-6 years, volunteers pla
 

How you can help 

Volunteer!  United Planet’s Tanzanian program is very popular among volunteers 
and there are many opportunities for both short- and long-term volunteers to 
make a critical difference throughout the country.  Volunteers play an important 
role in supporting the local community and in helping to build strong bo
understanding and friendship. 
 

United Planet Tanzania Country Fund supports program development and specific 
community development projects.  United Planet is working to help its partner 
schools and vocational centers sustain their work, strengthen their organizations 
and construct their own facilities to avoid continually rising rents.  Grounds have 
been secured for buildings but funds for construction are needed, as are experts 

to train local staff in fundraising and technology.  There are also plans for a training center for people with disabilities, but 
funding and expertise are needed to make this dream a reality.  Medical quests are always in need of support to allay the 
costs of expensive HIV/AIDS drugs, and other medicine and medical supplies.  
 

 All donations go directly to support program development and community development projects in Tanzania! 
 

If you are interested in supporting United Planet’s Tanzania Country Fund,  
please contact Dave Santulli at 617.267.7763 or dave@unitedplanet.org. 




